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The Danville Art League’s Sept. 26 wine-
tasting fund-raiser raised $2,191 for the building
fund.

The funds came from the sale of 78 tickets,
a silent auction of artwork, sale of bottles of
wine, donations and tips.

“It went really well,” event chair Becky Engel
said. “Everyone I talked to (and) all my friends
said it was just beautiful.”

The event started at 6 p.m. at Vermilion
Place, the coffee and sandwich shop in the
renovated interior of a vintage downtown
building at 14 N. Hazel St.

Ticket-holders arrived to find tables decorated
with burning candles and flowers. The Art
League had hoped to hold part of the wine-
tasting under the stars outside in Vermilion
Place’s lovely courtyard, but the rain sent the
entire event inside.

Alto Vineyards tasting representative Matt
Dickson donated his time to lead ticket-holders
through the tasting of six of the company’s

wines: Villard Blanc, Wiener Dog White,
Shawnee Gold, Heartland Blush, Illini Rosso
and Rocko Red.

Gaudio & Sons donated the wines for the
tasting. Gaudio & Sons distributes Alto
Vineyards wine in the Danville area.

A dozen Art League volunteers donated their
time to set the tables, greet visitors, pour wine,
help tasters rinse their wine glasses, serve
hors d’oeuvres and clear tables.

Ticket-holders got to sample six wines,
receive a full glass of the wine of their choice
and enjoy hors d’oeurves prepared by Vermilion
Place co-owner Marie Pribble.

Marie prepared honey-baked salmon with
dill sauce, baked brie with bagel crisps,
marinated mushrooms, fresh fruit salad and

an assortment
of cheese-
cake bites.

Betty Grove
donated her
time to pro-
vide music for
the event.

Ten Art
League artists
donated 18
pieces of
artwork for the
silent auction.

Art League
members who
donated their

time during the event were: Marsha Russell,
Roberta and Jim Williams, Mary Grutzius, Carol
Garver, Sabrina Donnelly, Dorothy Fava, Eileen
Dunavan, Kolleen Asaad, Carol Reitz and Janet
Gernand.
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WINES SAMPLED AT THE TASTING
Villard Blanc: Light-bodied, dry white wine with hints of lemon and French
oak.

Weiner Dog White: Semi-sweet white wine from a blend of grapes with
a melon aroma and mango and pear flavors.

Shawnee Gold: Sweet German-style, after-dinner white wine with apricot
and peachy aromas and flavors.

Heartland Blush: Sweet, fruity all-purpose wine.

Illini Rosso

Rocko Red: Full-bodied, semi-dry red wine made from Cambourcin grapes.

Alto Vineyards wines are available in Danville at County Market, Stroud
Liquor, Vermilion Liquor and Wal-Mart. Alto Vineyards operates a tasting
room in Champaign at 4210 N. Duncan Road.

Alto Vineyards tasting representative Matt
Dickson provided guidance on sniffing the
aroma and tasting the flavor of six wines.

Ticket-holders got to sample an ounce of six different wines and
enjoy a full glass of the wine of their choice. They could also buy full
bottles of wine to enjoy at their table or to take home. On the left, Art
League member Carol Reitz, who spent the evening working as a
volunteer, purchased a bottle of Rocko Red to enjoy at home.



(1) Art League volunteer
Kolleen Asaad serves
cheesecake bites to a wine-
tasting ticket-holder.
(2) Vermilion Place co-owner

Marie Pribble taste-tests the
baked brie  (it met her approval)
while putting out the spread of
hors d’oeuvres.
(3) Art League volunteer Mary

Grutzius slices the honey-
baked salmon into serving-size
pieces.
(4)  Marie replenishes the

platters of assorted
cheesecake bites.
(5) Art League president

Marsha Russell checks out the
marinated mushrooms.

HORS D’OEUVRES

SILENT AUCTION

The 18 pieces of artwork offered in the
silent auction include, from left, Carol
Garver’s hollyhock watercolor, Lily Siu’s
pottery and Mary Anne Lipousky
Butikas’ car print from a watercolor.
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 VOLUNTEERS IN ACTION

Betty Grove on the keyboards

Gaudio & Sons Sales Mgr. Tony Baszis

Event Chair Becky Engel



 MORE PHOTOGRAPHS
The fund-raiser brought out wine lovers and Art League supporters who saw a lovely evening
meeting up with friends, enjoying each other’s company, sampling Illinois wines, eating
delicious hors d’oeuvres and listening to the music of Betty Grove.


